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Abstract

Layered double hydroxides (LDHs) containing Cd(II), Al(III), and Fe(III) in the brucite-like layers with different starting Fe/Al

atomic ratios and with nitrate as counteranion have been prepared following the coprecipitation method at a constant pH value of 8. An

additional Cd(II),Al(III)-LDH sample interlayered with hexacyanoferrate(III) ions has been prepared by ionic exchange at pH 9. The

samples have been characterized by elemental chemical analysis, powder X-ray diffraction (PXRD), and FT-IR spectroscopy. Their

thermal stability has been assessed by thermogravimetric and differential thermal analyses (TG-DTA) and mass spectrometric analysis of

the evolved gases. The PXRD patterns of the solids calcined at 800 1C show diffraction lines corresponding to Cd(Al)O and spinel-type

materials, which precise nature (CdAl2O4, Cd1�xFe2+xO4, or CdxFe2.66O4) depends on location and concentration of iron in the parent

material or precursor.

r 2007 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Hydrotalcite-like compounds, also known as anionic
clays or layered double hydroxides (LDHs), have the
general formula [MII

1�xMIII
x(OH)2] (A

n�)x/n �mH2O. Metal
cations are located in coplanar octahedra [M(OH)6]
sharing edges and forming M(OH)2 layers with the brucite
(cadmium iodide-like) structure. Partial substitution of the
divalent cations by trivalent ones gives rise to a positive
charge in the layers, balanced by anions located between
the hydroxylated layers, where water molecules also exist.
A large number of LDHs have been synthesized [1–4], by
changing the nature of the trivalent and divalent cations in
the layers or through intercalation of a great variety of
anions between the brucite-like layers, including simple
inorganic (carbonate, nitrate, halides, etc.) and organic
anions, as well as anionic complexes or polyoxometalates
[5]. In the same way, it is possible to synthesize LDHs
containing three or more cations in the layers.
e front matter r 2007 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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Decomposition of LDHs at moderate temperatures leads
to mixed oxides displaying high specific surface areas, good
interdispersion of the metal cations, and reactivity, which
are of interest because of their catalytic applications.
Thermal decomposition [2] of LDHs containing carbonate
or nitrate in the interlayer starts at 200–300 1C and
proceeds through intermediate amorphous phases, whose
structure is not well known. The final decomposition
product is a mixture of MIIMIII

2 O4 spinel and MIIO oxide
because a MII/MIII ratio larger than 1 is required to form a
stable hydrotalcite and, therefore, the divalent cation is
always in excess above the stoichiometry corresponding to
the spinel. While the MO oxide is usually identified by
powder X-ray diffraction (PXRD) for samples calcined at
600–700 1C, higher temperatures are required to record
diffraction peaks ascribed to the spinel, and undetected
trivalent cations are supposed [2] to be forming amorphous
phases (M2O3 or spinel-like); alternatively they can be
substituting isomorphically divalent cations in the MO
phase, as in some cases the lattice parameters measured for
the MO phase are slightly different from those reported for
the bulk oxide. These systems can be appropriate
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precursors in the synthesis of ferrites and other mixed
oxides [6] useful for their magnetic properties, as well as for
their role as mixed oxides for the catalytic production of
olefins through oxidative dehydrogenation [7].

Hydrotalcite-like materials containing CdII and AlIII,
MgII and AlIII, or ZnII and AlIII in the brucite-like layers
and nitrate in the interlayer [8–10], and the two last systems
also with hexacyanoferrate as the interlayer anion [9,10],
have been previously reported, studying the effect of the
synthesis route on the purity of the materials and the
crystalline phases formed were analyzed. Other materials
containing ZnII, AlIII, and FeIII in the layers, with
carbonate [11] or hexacyanoferrate [12] in the interlayer
have been described. In the present paper we report on the
synthesis of LDHs containing CdII, AlIII, and FeIII in the
brucite-like layers with different starting Fe/Al molar ratio
and with nitrate as counteranion, following the coprecipi-
tation method at a constant pH value of 8. Additionally, a
CdII,AlIII-LDH sample interlayered with hexacyanoferra-
te(III) ions was prepared by ionic exchange at pH 9. The
mixed oxides obtained after calcination of Cd,Al hydro-
talcites with different amounts of Fe (either in the layers or
in the interlayer) have been characterized, and the effect of
the initial location of iron ions on the nature and/or
crystallinity of the phases formed has been also studied.

2. Experimental

2.1. Preparation of the samples

Briefly, samples containing CdII, AlIII, and FeIII in the
layers were prepared by dropwise addition of aqueous
solutions in deionized water (distilled and boiled water) of
the nitrates (200mL) with different starting molar ratios
(Cd/(Al+Fe) ¼ 2 in all cases and Fe/Al ¼ 0, 0.2, 0.7, and
1.0) into a three-neck reaction flask containing 200mL of
1M NaNO3 aqueous solution (in deionized water) with
constant stirring for 1 h; pH was kept constant at 8, using a
0.5M NaOH aqueous solution. It was kept on stirring at
room temperature for 1 h. During reaction, nitrogen was
bubbled through the suspension to avoid carbonation of
the samples from atmospheric CO2. The products were
submitted to hydrothermal treatment at 90 1C for 24 h,
centrifuged, washed with carbonate-free water and dried at
60 1C for 24 h.

The samples were calcined at selected temperatures (see
below) for 3 h in air. Samples are named as CdAlFe-N-X-
T, where N stands for nitrate, X stands for the nominal
Fe/Al molar ratio, and T for the calcination temperature
(150, 300, 500, and 800 1C).

To prepare an additional sample containing hexacyano-
ferrate(III) in the interlayer, a CdII,AlIII-nitrate hydro-
talcite precursor was prepared following a method
described elsewhere [6]. The solid thus obtained was
filtered, washed, and suspended in decarbonated water
(boiled water), and a solution (4.39 g of K3Fe(CN)6 in
100mL of water) of hexacyanoferrate(III) was dropwise
added for 1 h; pH was maintained at 9.0 to avoid
precipitation of the salt. Stirring was continued at room
temperature for 24 h. The precipitate was aged in the
mother liquor for 24 h, filtered, washed, dried at 60 1C for
24 h, and then calcined at selected temperatures for 3 h in
air. This series of samples are named as CdAl-F3-T, where
T stands for the calcination temperature, in 1C (same
values as above for the nitrate-containing samples).

2.2. Experimental techniques

PXRD patterns were recorded in a Siemens D-5000
instrument, using CuKa radiation (l ¼ 1.5418 Å). Diffrac-
tion lines due to the Al sample holder were recorded in
some diagrams and were used as a sort of internal reference
to determine more precisely the positions of the diffraction
peaks. Identification of the crystalline phases has been
carried out by comparison with the [14] files (5-640 for
CdO, 22-1063 for CdFe2O4, and 34-71 for CdAl2O4).
Thermogravimetric (TG) and differential thermal ana-

lyses (DTA) were carried out in a Setsys Evolution 16/18
instrument from SETARAM, in flowing oxygen or N2

(from Carburos Metálicos, Spain), at a heating rate of
5 1Cmin�1.
The equipment used for diffuse reflectance spectroscopy

was a CARY IR-UV–vis spectrophotometer. Software
support for this device was the SCAN CARY v1.00 1997
from Vary Australia Pty. Ltd. Sax Software Corp.
The equipment used for magnetic susceptibility (w) was a

MS2 magnetic susceptibility system from Bartington.
Mass Spectrometry Analysis of the gases evolved during

the thermal decompositions was carried out in a EM-
Pfeiffer Vacuum Omnistar.
The FT-IR spectra were recorded by the KBr pellet

technique in a Perkin-Elmer Spectrum One Fourier
Transform instrument.
Elemental chemical analyses for Cd, Al, and Fe were

carried out by atomic absorption spectrometry in an AA-
3100 instrument from Perkin-Elmer.
Microstructural characterization of the materials was

carried out using a JEOL JSM 6300 SEM apparatus.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Hydrotalcite-type materials

All samples showed PXRD patterns (Fig. 1) correspond-
ing to well-crystallized hydrotalcites with rhombohedral 3R

symmetry [13], although for all CdAlFe-N-X samples very
weak additional peaks corresponding to Cd(OH)2 (31-228)
[14] were also recorded. These peaks are also recorded in
the diagram for sample CdAl-F3, together with another
additional peak at d ¼ 3.613 Å, assigned to Al(OH)3 (37-
1377) [14]. No significant change in crystallinity (as
qualitatively measured from the sharpness of the peaks)
is observed upon incorporation of FeIII cations in the
hydroxylated sheets. The first intense peak recorded close
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Fig. 1. PXRD diagrams of samples with nitrate in the interlayer and

sample with hexacyanoferrate(III) in the interlayer.

Table 1

Lattice parameters c and a (Å) for the samples

Sample

CdAlFe-N-0 CdAlFe-N-0.2 CdAlFe-N-0.7 CdAlFe-N-1 CdAl-F3

c 23.94 24.24 24.27 24.30 32.42

a 3.272 3.281 3.282 3.286 3.279
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to 101 (2y) has been ascribed to diffraction by planes (0 0 3),
assuming a rhombohedral 3R symmetry [15,16]; its spacing
corresponds to the height of the interlayer plus the width of
a brucite-like layer. The value is in the range 7.98–8.10 Å
for all samples, suggesting that the nitrate anions are
located with their molecular plane parallel to the brucite-
like layers [17], as for those where it is in an upwards
orientation the value reported is 8.79 Å.

Crystallographic parameters a and c have been calcu-
lated by square minima fitting [18] and the values
determined are included in Table 1. Parameter c corre-
sponds to three times the spacing of the (0 0 3) peak, and
increases slightly as iron is incorporated in the layers. The
same trend is observed for parameter a (corresponding to
the shortest metal cation–metal cation distance in the
brucite-like layers). Nevertheless, the changes are rather
small, and might correspond to the expansion of the
structure because of the larger ionic radius of FeIII than
AlIII in octahedral coordination (0.785 and 0.675 Å,
respectively) [19].

The PXRD pattern of the sample containing hexacya-
noferrate(III) in the interlayer is also shown in Fig. 1, and
shows the characteristics of a layered material with the
hydrotalcite-like structure. Lattice parameters c and a are
also included in Table 1. From the value for d(0 0 3),
10.81 Å, the thickness of the brucite-like layer (4.8 Å) [20],
and the effective radius for [Fe(CN)6]

3� reported by Brown
and Shriver [21], it can be concluded that the hexacyano-
ferrate unit is oriented with its C3 axis perpendicular to the
brucite-like layers, as previously reported by Kikkawa and
Koizumi [22], and Braterman et al. [23] for ferrocyanide-
containing Mg,Al-LDHs. The positions of the peaks are
very close to those reported by other authors for Mg–Al
[9,24] and Zn–Al [10] hydrotalcites intercalated with this
anion. A minor contamination by Cd(OH)2 and Al(OH)3,
as concluded from weak peaks recorded in addition to
those of the layered materials, should be noticed.
Electron micrographs are shown in Fig. 2. That for

sample CdAlFe-N-0 is typical of this family of layered
materials, with hexagonal particles with an average particle
size close to 4 mm. The particle size decreases upon
incorporation of iron into the brucite-like layers, and some
degree of amorphization can be also observed; the
hexagonal shape of the particles is not as evident as for
the iron-free samples. The electron microscopy micrograph
for sample CdAl-F3 does not show flat particles, but they
appear forming agglomerates.
Although sample CdAlFe-N-0 is white, the colour turns

into reddish brown as the content in iron is increased, in
agreement with the chromatic parameters calculated from
the analysis of the diffuse reflectance spectra of the samples
[25], using the MUNSELL system and shown in Table 2.
For the Munsell parameters, the colour becomes red when
the H-YR parameter decreases [26–28]. Sample CdAl-F3 is
yellow.
Magnetic susceptibility results (w), also included in

Table 2, evidence an increase in magnetism as the amount
of iron in the layers increases for the CdAlFe-N-X samples.
Barrón and Torrent [29] found an increase in the magnetic
susceptibility when the maghemite content in soils in-
creases. The value measured for sample CdAlFe-N-1, with
7.27% iron (weight) can be related to that reported [30]
by maghemite or magnetite, with 70% or 72% iron,
respectively.
Sample CdAl-F3 is, however, diamagnetic (susceptibility
�0.005� 10�6m3 kg�1). This result is rather surprising as
configuration d5 for FeIII in the intercalated strong field
anion would give rise to a system with an unpaired
electron. The susceptibilities measured for the potassium
salts of hexacyanoferrate(II) and hexacyanoferrate(III) are
�0.010� 10�6m3 kg�1 and 0.080 10�6m3 kg�1, respectively
(units as in Table 2).
The FT-IR spectra of the samples prepared are shown in

Fig. 3; assignment of the bands is summarized in Table 3.
The samples containing nitrate in the interlayer show a

very intense absorption band around 3500 cm�1 which is
due to the stretching mode of hydroxyl groups. This band
is very broad, as it involves the modes corresponding to the
layer hydroxyl groups, as well as the stretching mode of
interlayer water molecules. Hydrogen bonding between the
water molecules and the interlayer anions also accounts for
the broadening of this band. The bending mode of water
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Table 2

Chromatic coordinates and magnetic susceptibility (w) of the samples

Sample w (10�6m3 kg�1) MUNSELL

H V C

CdAlFe-N-0.2 4.01 7.47YR 7.41 4.29

CdAlFe-N-0.7 15.16 5.94YR 6.35 4.97

CdAlFe-N-1 63.92 5.78YR 6.17 5.03

CdAl-F3 �0.005 1.24GY 9.05 5.40

R, red colour; Y, yellow colour; G, green colour.

Fig. 2. SEM micrographs of samples CdAlFe-N-0, CdAlFe-N-0.7, CdAlFe-N-1, and CdAl-F3.

Fig. 3. FT-IR spectra of samples with nitrate or with hexacyanoferra-

te(III) in the interlayer.
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gives rise to a rather weak band around 1620 cm�1. The
bands originated by the interlayer nitrate anions are
recorded at wavenumbers somewhat lower than those
corresponding to ‘‘free’’ nitrate anions; so the band due to
mode n3 is recorded around 1384 cm�1, while that at
827 cm�1 is due to mode n2. Mode n4 (680 cm�1 for free
nitrate) is not clearly recorded, as it is overlapped by the
stronger bands due to lattice vibrations. Mode n1 is
forbidden in IR for a D3h symmetry, but the IR spectrum
of sample CdAlFe-N-0 shows a weak band around
1026 cm�1 attributed to n1 vibration of nitrate, together
with the split n2 mode (826–860 cm�1). The presence of a
weak n1 band indicates a lowering of the symmetry [31],
which was not indicated by Miyata [32], activating this
Raman active mode. Also, a characteristic combination
mode [33] n1+n4 is recorded as a weak, extremely sharp
band around 1760 cm�1. Finally, bands below 800 cm�1 are
due to lattice vibrations of the brucite-like layers.
Incorporation of hexacyanoferrate in the interlayer gives
rise to four bands in the 2200–2000 cm�1 range, due to the
stretching mode n(CN) of the cyano ligands. However, a
simple group theory analysis anticipates only a single, but
triply degenerated, band for C–N stretching modes, which
is recorded at 2026 and 2116 cm�1, for the potassium
salts of hexacyanoferrate(II) and hexacyanoferrate(III)
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Table 5

Formulae determined for the samples

Sample Formula

CdAlFe-N-0 [Cd0.66Al0.34(OH)2](NO3)0.34 � 0.33H2O

CdAlFe-N-0.2 [Cd0.65Fe0.07Al0.28(OH)2](NO3)0.35 � 0.32H2O

CdAlFe-N-0.7 [Cd0.61Fe0.16Al0.23(OH)2](NO3)0.39 � 0.18H2O

CdAlFe-N-1 [Cd0.57Fe0.215Al0.215(OH)2](NO3)0.43 � 0.01H2O

CdAl-F3 [Cd0.51Al0.49(OH)2]X
n
0.49/n � 0.9H2O

X ¼ [Fe(CN)6]
3�, [Fe(CN)6]

4�, and a small amount of nitrate.

Table 3

Assignment of the bands recorded in the FT-IR spectra of the samples

Sample

CdAlFe-N-0 CdAlFe-N-0.2 CdAlFe-N-0.7 CdAlFe-N-1 CdAl-F3

nO–H 3491 3483 3467 3467 3550, 3477

nC–N 2150, 2116, 2063, 2026

dH–O–H 1618 1619 1620 1620 1621

n3(NO3
�) 1384 1383 1383 1386 1384

n1(NO3
�) 1026 – – 1056

n2(NO3
�) 826 827 827 835

860 860 858 860

n1+n4 1762 1767 1764 1768

nM–O 578,539,426 573,539,417 575,527,419 570,534,421 570,530,419

Table 4

Elemental chemical analysis data (metals) for the samples

Sample Cda Fea Ala Cd2+/M3+b,c Fe/Alb

CdAlFe-N-0 47.43 0.00 5.99 1.91 –

CdAlFe-N-0.2 49.01 2.58 5.15 1.88 0.23

CdAlFe-N-0.7 45.95 6.32 4.16 1.52 0.73

CdAlFe-N-1 38.51 7.27 3.51 1.30 1.00

CdAl-F3 40.32 3.29 9.26 1.05 0.17

aWeight percentage.
bMolar ratio.
cCations in the layers.
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respectively [34]. The weak band observed at 2150 cm�1

and the strong band [35] at 2116 cm�1 for the CdAl-F3
sample indicate the presence of hexacyanoferrate(III)
species in the interlayer, but two additional bands around
2026 cm�1 (weak) and 2063 cm�1 (strong) indicate addi-
tional existence of hexacyanoferrate(II). This result sug-
gests the presence of a mixture of hexacyanoferrate(III)
and hexacyanoferrate(II), in the interlayer due to a
reduction process from Fe(III) to Fe(II). This result is
similar to that observed previously for others hydrotalcites
intercalated with hexacyanoferrate(III) [9,10,34,35]. Some
authors have attributed the reduction process to the pressure
applied to prepare KBr discs [36] although it has been
also recorded in spectra obtained using other techniques
that do not require to apply pressure to prepare the samples
[24]. Therefore, the mechanism of the reduction is not
very clear.

Nevertheless, a small contamination by nitrate cannot
be ignored, since some bands due to this anion are still
recorded.

The results from elemental chemical analysis (metals) are
included in Table 4. Both the raw (weight percentage) data,
as well as the molar ratios, are given. Samples containing
three different metal cations in the layer show a total
precipitation of Al(III) and Fe(III). Nevertheless, the
Cd(II)/M(III) ratio decreases when the amount of Fe(III)
increases. Alternatively, this low Cd(II) content could be
also seen as an excess of the trivalent cation, probably in
the form of free hydroxide, but this explanation should be
discarded, as no indication of crystalline by-phases is
concluded from the PXRD study.

On the other hand, we expected the CdII/AlIII ratio in the
hexacyanoferrate(III) sample being equal to 2, but the
experimental value is extremely low, 1.05. The expected
FeIII,II/AlIII ratio for the CdAl-F3 sample would be
between 0.25 and 0.33, assuming that the only present
anion in the interlayer balancing the positive charge of the
layers originated by the CdII/AlIII substitution was
hexacyanoferrate(III/II); however, the experimental value
is 0.17, which seems to indicate that the layer charge is not
balanced exclusively by hexacyanoferrate(III/II), in agree-
ment with the presence of an undetermined amount of
nitrate, as concluded from the FT-IR spectra.
The above results and the molecular water content

allowed to determine the formulae included in Table 5. The
sample containing hexacyanoferrate(III/II) in the interlayer
has larger water content than the samples with nitrate. This
fact can be attributed to the high charge of hexacyano-
ferrate(III/II), that entails the existence of a smaller
number of anions in the interlayer, which allows to
accommodate a larger amount of water molecules in the
interlayer. It should be stressed that the formulae
calculated are only approximate, since small amounts of
Cd(OH)2 in samples CdAlFe-N-X and of Al(OH)3 and
Cd(OH)2 in sample CdAl-F3 exist and they have not been
considered.
The DTA-TG diagrams of the samples with nitrate in the

interlayer are very similar to each other. Diagrams for two
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Fig. 4. TG (dotted lines) and DTA (solid lines) profiles of the samples

with nitrate in the interlayer.

Fig. 5. Mass spectrometry diagrams of gases evolved during thermal

decomposition of samples with nitrate in the interlayer.
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selected samples are shown in Fig. 4. Three endothermic
effects (103, 232, and 422 1C) that correspond to three mass
loss are observed for sample CdAlFe-N-0. The Mass
Spectrometry Analysis of the evolved gases (Fig. 5) shows
that the mass loss recorded below 140 1C corresponds to
removal of water, probably physisorbed on the external
surface of the particles, as well as water molecules from the
interlayer space. The mass loss between 140 and 320 1C
corresponds to removal of water molecules formed through
condensation of hydroxyl groups from the brucite-like
layers giving rise to the collapse of the interlayer structure.
When the FeIII content in the layer of the hydrotalcite
increases, the collapse of the structure takes place at a
slightly lower temperature, which can be related to the
larger ionic radius of FeIII than AlIII, therefore the lower
polarizing power of FeIII would account for a weaker
interaction with the interlayer species. The mass loss
between 320 and 500 1C corresponds to removal of the
interlayer nitrate ion, detected by signals at m/z ¼ 30 (NO)
and m/z ¼ 46 (NO2). Total mass loss (%) measured from
the TG diagrams were: 24.7%, 24.8%, 22.4%, and 21.2%,
for samples CdAlFe-N-0, CdAlFe-N-0.2, CdAlFe-N-0.7,
and CdAlFe-N-1, respectively.
The DTA-TG diagrams recorded in air for the sample

with hexacyanoferrate(III/II) in the interlayer, as well as
the results from Mass Spectrometry Analysis, are shown in
Fig. 6. Two endothermic effects and three exothermic
effects are recorded. The two endothermic effects at ca. 155
and 258 1C are related to the loss of interlayer water and of
hydroxyl groups from the layer. The three exothermic
effects at ca. 330, 354, and 472 1C correspond to the
pyrolysis process of hexacyanoferrate(III/II). Mass Spec-
trometry Analysis indicates that decomposition of inter-
layer hexacyanoferrate starts around 230 1C, a temperature
ca. 90 1C lower than for decomposition of potassium
hexacyanoferrate(III). The mass loss between 230 and
310 1C, detected by a signal at m/z ¼ 30 (NO) as well as the
mass loss between 310 and 500 1C, detected by signals at
m/z ¼ 46 (NO2) and m/z ¼ 44 (CO2), corresponds to elimi-
nation of the interlayer hexacyanoferrate ion. Total mass
loss measured in the TG diagram corresponds to 28% of
the initial sample weight.

4. Calcination products

As commented above, the current interest in LDHs does
not arise exclusively from their properties and chemistry,
but also from the use of the products they yield upon
calcination as catalysts, catalyst precursors or because of
their use in devices. In order to insight in the knowledge of
the crystalline phases existing in the samples after calcina-
tion, we have calcined the samples at temperatures chosen
from the DTA diagrams. The samples were calcined during
3 h in air at 150, 300, 500 and 800 1C. PXRD patterns for
samples with nitrate or hexacyanoferrate(III/II) in the
interlayer and their calcination products at these tempera-
tures are included in Fig. 7. The JCPDS [14] database was
used to identify the crystalline phases.
At a first sight, it can be clearly seen that the behavior of

the samples greatly depends on the presence of iron. On
comparing the iron-free samples with those with iron in the
brucite-like layers, it can be observed that the presence of
this cation introduces some inestability in the layered
structure, and decomposition takes place at lower tem-
peratures. Such a change is evident even after calcination at
150 1C for sample CdAlFe-N-1, which PXRD diagram
shows only very broad and weak diffraction maxima and a
set of peaks in the middle of the range studied; however
basal reflections are still observed in the diagrams of the
other two samples when calcined at the same temperature.
After calcination at 300 1C the layered structure collapses
for all samples and the diffraction lines correspond to CdO
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Fig. 6. TG (dotted lines) and DTA (solid lines) profiles of the samples with hexacyanoferrate(III) in the interlayer, and mass spectrometry diagrams.

Fig. 7. PXRD diagrams of the calcined samples with nitrate or with

hexacyanoferrate(III) in the interlayer at different temperatures.
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(05-0640) [14] with aluminum incorporated, Cd(Al)O, with
a cubic structure. This is the only crystalline phase still
detected after calcining the samples at 500 1C.

Finally, the diffraction lines recorded after calcination
at 800 1C correspond to Cd(Al)O and a spinel-type phase.
According to the cations existing in our samples, the
so-called spinel-type compound could correspond to
CdAl2O4, CdFe2O4 or g-Fe2O3, or to mixtures of these
compounds; the presence of aluminum cannot be ruled out
in these phases. As expected, due to the lack of iron, the
peaks of the spinel-type material for sample CdAlFe-N-0
correspond to CdAl2O4 (34-0071) [14]. For all the other
samples containing simultaneously Al and Fe a solid
solution (Cd,Fe spinel) might be formed. The extreme
phases will be CdFe2O4 (22-1063) [14] (Fe/Cd ratio in
octahedral positions 1/1, Fe[FeCd]O4) and g-Fe2O3 (39-
1346) [14] (Fe/Cd ratio in octahedral position 1.66/0,
Fe[Fe1.66&0.33]O4). In the practise, depending on the
relative amount of Cd and Fe cations in the octahedral
sites, the spinel thus formed will be closer to CdFe2O4 or
g-Fe2O3 (CdxFe2.66O4, Fe/Cd ratio in octahedral position
1.66/x, 0oxo0.33). According to the PXRD patterns, two
spinels coexist in calcined CdAlFe-N-0.2 and CdAlFe-N-
0.7 samples, CdAl2O4 and the Cd,Fe spinel.
On the basis of these data, the process of thermal

decomposition can be described in the following way:

CdAlFe�N�0 �!
3002500�C

CdðAlÞO �!
800�C

CdðAlÞOþ CdAl2O4

CdAlFe�N�0:2=0:7 �!
3002500�C

CdðAlÞO �!
800�C

CdðAlÞOþ CdAl2O4 þ spinel ðCd;FeÞ

CdAlFe�N�1 �!
3002500�C

CdðAlÞO �!
800�C

CdðAlÞO

þ spinel ðCd;FeÞ

On the other hand, it should be also noticed that in the
diagrams for these samples the peaks corresponding to
CdO appear at slightly smaller spacings than that reported
in the literature, giving a value of a parameter of 4.6860 Å,
lower than that expected for pure CdO (a ¼ 4.6953 Å)
(05-0640) [14], which might suggest the presence of
aluminum cations dissolved in the CdO lattice, similarly
to the data reported by Sato et al. [37], who have observed
the formation of a Al–MgO solid solution during thermal
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Fig. 8. PXRD diagrams of samples calcined at 800 1C. The positions of

peaks due to phases CdFe2O4 (doted vertical lines) and g-Fe2O3 (solid

vertical lines) have been included.
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decomposition of a Mg,Al-carbonate hydrotalcite at
intermediate temperatures. However, both Sato et al. [37]
as well as Hibino et al. [38], have shown that for their
samples calcined at 800 1C the peaks are recorded in the
expected positions for MgO, while in our case they are still
shifted with respect to the positions expected for CdO.
Finally, only one spinel-type (Cd,Fe) material is detected
for sample CdAlFe-N-1.

Summarizing, incorporation of FeIII in the layers gives
rise to the formation of a spinel-type structure rich in this
metal, as detected after calcination at 800 1C. The CdAl2O4

spinel is only observed for the samples with lower FeIII

content.
The PXRD diagrams recorded after thermal decomposi-

tion of the sample with hexacyanoferrate(III) are also
included in Fig. 7. After calcination at 150 1C the layered
structure seems to be stable, but poorly crystalline. When
the calcination temperature is increased up to 300 1C the
layered structure collapses and the PXRD diagram shows
broad diffraction lines that indicate that the phases are
poorly crystallized. Upon calcination at 500 1C more
crystalline phases should be formed, and peaks corre-
sponding to CdO are observed. The diffraction diagram of
the sample calcined at 800 1C shows, together with peaks
due to CdO, others corresponding to spinel (Cd,Fe). This
suggests a decomposition outline similar to that shown for
sample CdAlFe-N-1.

A narrow range (33.5–36.01 2y) diffraction diagrams for
all samples, but recorded at a slower scanning rate (0.151
2ymin�1) for a more precise location of the peaks, is shown
in Fig. 8. Vertical lines in this figure indicate the expected
positions for the most intense diffraction peaks (3 1 1) of
CdFe2O4 and g-Fe2O3. The lines recorded for all CdFeAl-
N-X samples are rather close to those for CdFe2O4,
although slightly shifted towards lower spacing values
(larger diffraction angles). In other words, these calcined
solids are formed by a (Cd1�xFe2+xO4) spinel with more
iron and less cadmium than those existing in CdFe2O4.
However, the position of diffraction lines for the sample
with iron in the interlayer suggests the formation of a
(Cd,Fe) spinel with composition closer to g-Fe2O3, but
containing Cd in its structure (CdxFe2.66O4).
It should be also noticed that samples with a similar iron
content, in the layer (CdFeAl-N-0.2, 2.58%) or in the
interlayer (CdAl-F3, 3.29%), lead to different products
when they are calcined at the same temperature: in the first
case a spinel with a composition close to CdFe2O4 is
formed, but in the second case the composition of the
spinel is closer to g-Fe2O3.

5. Conclusions

LDHs with the hydrotalcite-like structure, containing
cadmium and aluminum, and with iron located in the layer
(partially substituting Al cations) or in the interlayer, as a
hexacyanoferrate(III) anion, have been prepared. The
thermal study evidences a loss of stability and crystallinity
of the layered structure as the iron content in the layer is
increased. Samples with similar iron content are slightly
more stable if it is located in the interlayer than in the layer.
Calcination at 800 1C leads to formation of cubic CdO and
spinels, formulated as CdAl2O4, Cd1�xFe2+xO4, and
CdxFe2.66O4.
This allows that the calcination products are determined

both by the iron content as well as by its location in the
structure.
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